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‘FBl:diverts
-agents to hunt

By. James Coates
Checigo Thbune Press.Sevce™ © © - o ]
WASHINGTON — Faced with a trou-
bling increase in terrorist bombings,
shootings and robberies, the FEI has-
been forced to divert agents from lhesg
cases to pursue the Libyan “hit squad™-
that ‘threatens President Reagan, FBI'
‘Director William Webster has disclosed:"
In a series of informal conversations!
with reporters at FBI headquar;ters.!l
‘Webster said he has been forced to
order agents in nearly every major cxry'{
to seek out Moslem ethnics and people |
with names resembling those-on a list™}
obtained ny intelligence ~Sources and*}
partly publicized early last month. L
< Webster complained that-his job™
proved to be much more complex than -
.he had anticipated when agents first
began searching outsuch names as Api
Chafic, Ahmat Abass, and lbrahim El
Haya. : .

“SOME OF THOSE names seem exo-
“tic to us,”-said Webster, *'but to Li-
byans they are like Smith and Jones; -
" there are a lot of them.” Lt @
The director indicated that the checks -

. of individuals with those names con--
“tinues in the United States -and im a-
number of foreign countries, where the - |

" FBI has liaison personnel assigned to:
embassies. e L S
In addition, agents must check per- |
sons with affiliations to two. fugitive®
" Americans, Frank Torpil and. Edmund
Wilson, former CIA agents who have
trained Libyan and other terrorists...
“We are spending a lot of time keep-
" ing track (of these individuals), making
sure we can see connections if they
arise,”. Webster said. -
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: Elhaya, Ibrahim Al-Hays, Ali Ben Ali,
: the challenge posed by the Libyan prob- |

129 in 1980.

-and mentioned by Webster were anti-
-Marcos forces (opposed to- Philippine

- The director disclosed that he and
‘FBI analysts have found indications

-“‘evolving” into a tightly knit group
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Libya is now Public.
- Enemy No: 1|

" THE COMPLEXITY OF the FBI's job

is reflected in the number of aliases
-used by one of the purported hit men,
Ibrahim El Haya. .
He also goes by the names of Ibrahim

Ali Ben-Ala, and Ibrahim Ben-Ali. -
Meanwhile, as agents try to cope with ;

ilem, terrorist incidents increased last:
year to 42 nationwide compared with only

A variety of policical radicals are
committing these crimes, he said.

AMONG THOSE considered active

.President Ferdinand Marcos); Arme-

- direction, he said.

nian Turks “interested in retaliation for
‘1815 atrocities;" the Irish Republican
Army (IRA); various Croatian
Nationalist groups; Omega™7, an anti-

- Castro Cubarn group; the FALN, a Puer-

to Rican nationalist group; other Puerto

. Rican terrorist cadres; Libyans, and

the Ku Klux Klan.

that ~the remaining members of the
Radical Weather Underground are

advocating extreme violence, similar to
the Baader-Meinhof Gang in Germany. -

Webster described the development a
pattern. of ‘terrorist groups over the
years: at first, many of these enjoy a-
fairly wide popularity as their exploits
are chronicled in the media and as they
act in accordance with a-currently pop
ular political movement. .

HOWEVER, WEBSTER said, a move-
ment later loses popularity -and its
membership declines. At this point, he
said, the remaining members become
even more strident, radical and vio- |
lence prone. .
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. This change, in turn, causes the re- |
unattractive to potential recruits and the |
group becomes smaller, making it more-
ditficult to infiltrate, said Webster. '

That pattern was followed by- 4
Bagder-Meinhof Gang, which is ng’wtil:: :
active, Webster said. The recent arrests. .
of Weather Underground figures after
the Brink's robbery in New York in :
which a policeman and two security
Buards were killed indicates that the-|
'Amerigan group may be moving in that .

BUT WEBSTER said that the :Brink's'
robbery has not been classified as a |
terrorist crime by the FBI. f

“We're treating it as we would any-!
bank robbery,” he said. . {

On a more optimistic note, Webster
said his agents hope that the arrest in;
New York City of persons charged with -
two bombings in support of the Croatian',
terrorist movement will largely
neu—tralize that group. X
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New York City
1 assassination, Omega 7.

| § bombings: 2 CFF, 1 JCAG,
1 Omega 7, 1 FARP N

2 ahempted bombings:
1 Omega 7, 1 JES

1 assault, RCP
1 hostage situation, FALN

F!. Comm, Colo. . -

] Berkaloy, Calit.> .
1 ination attemgt, Lﬁcg

L! terrorist bombmg A

5

) Wnshmgmn
1 terrorist bombmg, CFF

Chicago -5
.| 1 hostage olluallan EALN

: Chettanooga, Tenn.
11 shooting dncident, JKKK

1 terronst bombvng Omogs 7
1 atempted bormbing, Omega 7

SEERG L LRC— leyan Flevolunonary Committee
LA~Iranian Lideration Army

__PUO!'IOM RSO RN g

. FARP—Armed Forces ot Popular Res:stancs

ACA—Anti- Commumst Alluance

EPB—Macheteros T

CRP-—%voiunonary Cornmandos of the People JEHW'ST Execuﬁonars, w"h Silence

OVRP—Orgamzatxon of Volumeers for Puerto HCP“REVC’,'WQ“_W Communist Pary:
JKKK—Justlce nghts of the Ku Kiux-Kian

Rican Revolution

FALN —Armed Forces of Puerto chan = &
National Liberation : "."» “ 'CFF—Croanan Frandom Fi gh'ers

San Juan, Puerto Rico
2 arsons, OVRP
MR oy g goﬂr.;\:bings: 1 Omega7,
‘ g .2 OVRP,
JCAG—Jqsu’ce Commandos of the 2 at ° 1 ACA
Armenian Geriocide . attempted bombings, CRP
1. shooting. EPB -
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